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Zone A
Non-studied- elevation unkown

Zone AE or A1-A30 
Studied Area- Known Elevation
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When Looking At A Flood Map

1. The FIRM Shows The Approximate Location of The 

100 Year Floodplain (Rounded To The Nearest 

Food) 

2. The Ultimate Determination of Whether or Not A 

Site Within The 100 Year Floodplain is ELEVATION. 

If it is NOT completely obvious it’s above the BFE, then 

require a survey!



Identifying Floodplains in Unmapped Areas
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Development Purposes:  
DEQ can provide estimates of flood 

elevations on streams when floodplain 
maps do not exist.

Requestor submits site location map in 
Miwaters.



New Construction in 
a Flood Zone?

2 Choices 

1. Elevation and Build above a Flood 
Zone

2. Build in a Flood Zone (Compliant)

ADD A FOOTER 7
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300 Cubic Yards/Site Maximum Allowed
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Fill - Basement
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Great Resource for 

Community Officials

Technical Bulletin 

NO. 10-01

Structures Built on Fill
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Elevation Certificate

No longer the Animal it used 

to be….

When Are They Needed??
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When SHOULD an Elevation 

Certificate be Required

When Building (Any Permitting) Within or 

Near A Flood Zone Area

1. Pre-Construction

2. Once The Foundation is Complete

3. Prior To Final CFO



Elevation Certificates
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MISTAKES

MANY MANY

MISTAKES!!
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Standard Vent 

42 sq. in.
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Vents  Vs Engineered Flood Vents
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Great Resource for Community Officials

Technical Bulletin 

NO.1

Flood Vents / Enclosures
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Mistakes on Elevation Certificates
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Can a Homeowner Complete An 

Elevation Certificate?

YES or NO???



Elevation Certificates 
in a Zone A

What is an Acceptable BFE?

•Letter from DEQ?

•Nearby LOMA?

•Platted Subdivision?

•Letter from Community Official?
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What if We Cannot Eliminate The 

Flood Insurance Requirement

If Done Correctly, In Most Cases We Can Get A 

75% Reduction In Your Flood Insurance 

Premium. 

Guaranteed!!

ELEVATION CERTIFICATE



BW-12

ADD A FOOTER 27
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BW-12

• Eliminating Subsidized Rates….most of which are pre-FIRM 

structures (EC necessary to calculate full risk rates)

• Eliminating all Grandfathering  - beginning Oct. 2014

(increase in premiums 25% per year) 

• Increases all fines to lenders who neglect to force flood 

insurance.

• Requires Elevation Certificates on all new flood policies written.

(post-dates back to July of 2012)
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Insurance Agents

• Writing a Flood Insurance Policy

• Homeowners have options

• Reading the Elevation Certificate

• Lowest Floor vs Lowest Adjacent Grade

• Conditions for installing Flood Vents
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Elevation Certificate 

No Longer The Animal it Used 

To Be………

When Are They Needed???



Let’s Talk Non-Compliant vs Compliant
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How Do We Make A Structure Compliant?
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• Flood Vents

• Elevating Mechanicals

• Adjusting Elevations



Standard Vent 42 sq. in.

33



34



Engineered Flood Vents
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Engineered Flood Vents

37

Placement of Vents?

Number of Vents?
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Elevating All 
Mechanicals Servicing 

The Structure!
Air Conditioning Units 

Sump Pumps are fine
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New Construction
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ZONE A



Vacant Land
If it’s Location Completely Within a 1% Floodplain Area….

Is it Buildable??
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Flood Zones
Review Hand-outs
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Our Role As Professionals in the
21st Century
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•Flood Zones

•Educating

•Safer Community



Questions??
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